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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction
In car-dominated cities, pedestrian-oriented planning is an environmental, social, and economic necessity.
Religious pedestrian routes are distinct, because they are experiential spaces that connect people with
the sacred. The route linking the Holy Shrine of Hazrat Masoumeh (peace be upon her) to the Jamkaran
Mosque in Qom is one of Iran’s most heavily used pilgrimage corridors. Despite its religious importance,
itlacks an integrated planning model adapted to its climatic conditions, management structure, and pilgrim
flows. The corridor functions as an arterial boulevard, and during peak periods such as mid-Sha’ban, much
of its width is used by pilgrims on foot. Previous interventions have been criticised for disrupting the access
hierarchy and the historic urban fabric. Such interventions illustrate how decisions taken for vehicles can
weaken the walking experience of pilgrims.

This study addresses two questions: (1) which causal and contextual factors shape the need for a
religious pedestrian corridor on the Haram-Jamkaran axis? and (2) which physical and managerial

strategies can improve pilgrim experience and route safety?
Material and Methods

The study is an applied, development-oriented qualitative project using grounded theory. It follows
the coding procedures of Strauss & Corbin (1998) and Corbin & Strauss (1990 and 2015). Data were
collected from four stakeholder groups: pilgrims, local residents and business owners, urban managers and
experts, and specialists in architecture, urban planning, and religious tourism.

Participants were selected through purposive-theoretical and snowball sampling. Inclusion criteria were
atleastone year of direct experience using or managing the route, relevant expertise, and willingness to take
part in an in-depth interview. The study draws on 30 semi-structured interviews lasting 45 to 75 minutes
each. Systematic field observation was conducted during ordinary periods and peak periods, including
Friday nights and mid-Sha’ban. Urban plans, statistics, and literature were reviewed for triangulation.

Data were analysed in MAXQDA through open, axial, and selective coding. Axial coding examined

relationships among causal, contextual, intervening conditions, strategies, and consequences.

1. This article is derived from the 1" author’s doctoral dissertation entitled “Developing a Religious Pedestrian Route Planning Model Using a
Grounded Theory Approach (Case Study: The Axis between the Holy Shrine of Hazrat Masoumeh (PBUH) and the Holy Jamkaran Mosque,
Qom)” which is currently being prepared in the Department of Urban Planning, Islamic Azad University, Ayatollah Amoli Branch, under the
supervision of the 2™ author with the advisory support of the 3™ author.
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Trustworthiness was addressed through member checking, peer debriefing, and an audit trail. The analysis

moved iteratively between data and emerging categories until each was clearly described.

Results and Discussion

The analysis identified a core category: improving the quality of the religious pedestrian route through
the integration of climate-responsive design, welfare services, and intelligent crowd management. This
core category is interpreted as the central phenomenon linking the other categories.

Climatic and physical conditions. Participants repeatedly identified lack of shade, heat stress, and
unsafe pedestrian-vehicle conflict as basic constraints. Comfort and safety thus depend first on fundamental
physical needs, such as shade and thermal comfort, rather than on decorative improvements.

Crowd and safety. Concerns about congestion, sudden stoppages, and the absence of clear emergency
routes were most prominent at peak times. Crowd risk appears to relate less to total population than to the
absence of mechanisms for managing flow at critical moments.

Welfare services. Hospitality stations (mawakib) were seen both as a valuable resource and as a source
of problems. Distribution and coordination appeared more important than quantity, suggesting that the
core issue is coordination rather than shortage.

Management and information. Participants pointed to the absence of multilingual signage and weak
inter-institutional coordination, linking the route’s physical condition to the institutional arrangements that
govern it.

Cultural meaning. Participants described the route as having symbolic and spiritual value beyond
movement.

Together, these categories indicate that pilgrim experience results from interacting climatic, physical,
service, and managerial conditions. Based on the paradigm model, the study proposes three planning
components: (1) climate-responsive design and physical organisation; (2) pilgrim welfare and service
management; and (3) integrated, technology-supported management. These are presented as a conceptual
framework requiring empirical testing. The study does not claim that the model is complete or universally
applicable. Its strength lies in linking pilgrims’ lived experience with institutional conditions within a single
corridor; its limitation is reliance on one case. Comparisons with other pilgrimage routes are therefore
treated as literature-based discussion until supported by primary data.

Conclusion

This study developed a grounded planning model for the pilgrimage corridor between the Holy Shrine
of Hazrat Masoumeh and the Jamkaran Mosque in Qom. The model identifies climatic and physical design,
welfare services, and integrated management as the main dimensions shaping pilgrim experience and route
safety. Improving such a route requires coordination among urban managers, religious authorities, service
providers, and the community, not physical intervention alone. Planning must therefore treat pilgrims,
residents, and institutions as interdependent actors. It can support safer pilgrimage today.

The study has three limitations. It is restricted to one corridor; its findings depend on interview and
observation data whose sample size, saturation, and documentation must be fully reported; and the model
is conceptual and requires testing through design interventions or quantitative evaluation. Future research
should test the model in other pilgrimage corridors, evaluate the strategies through pilot implementation,
and examine transferability under higher pilgrim densities.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

This study aims to critically examine the role of urban space in shaping and sustaining resistance discourse
from an architectural perspective, with particular emphasis on Iran and the broader Islamic world. Beyond
their physical form, urban spaces function as dynamic arenas for social, political, and cultural interaction
and play a pivotal role in the formation and continuity of resistance discourse. Although previous studies
have explored the political, cultural, and social dimensions of this discourse, the specific contribution of
physical and architectural features has received comparatively limited attention. Accordingly, this study
addresses the following central question: How are the physical and spatial features of urban environments
mobilized to articulate and reinforce the objectives of resistance? In this study, resistance is understood
not merely in terms of protest actions, but also in the broader geopolitical context of the Axis of Resistance
and its opposition to domination and colonialism. The study situates this inquiry within the cultural and
historical contexts of Iran and the broader Islamic world, regions characterized by a long history of resistance
to external and internal forms of domination.

Materials and Methods

The paper adopts a qualitative approach and employs critical discourse analysis (CDA) to investigate the
role of urban space in resistance discourse. CDA was selected for its capacity to examine the complex
relationships among space, power, and meaning in urban contexts. Three cases were selected through
purposive sampling: Azadi Square in Tehran, Tahrir Square in Cairo, and the southern suburbs of Beirut.
Data were collected through document analysis, visual content analysis, and field observation. Field
observations were conducted only at Azadi Square, as access to the sites in Cairo and Beirut for direct
observation was not possible; consequently, the analyses of these two cases relied on documentary and
visual data. The analytical procedure followed Fairclough's three-dimensional model and comprised six
steps: compiling the data for each case; describing the physical and symbolic characteristics of each urban
setting; coding the data into three thematic categories (appropriation, representation, and symbolization)
through thematic analysis; interpreting how social and political actors produce and reinterpret spatial
meanings; explaining the findings in relation to power relations and ideology; and conducting a comparative
analysis across the three cases.

Results and Discussion

The findings demonstrate that urban spaces, through their physical and spatial characteristics, play a
significant role in facilitating and reinforcing resistance-related agency. Urban design features, including
scale, accessibility, and physical symbols, can facilitate the organization of social and political action. At
Azadi Square, the expansive circular layout and central tower provide a setting for mass gatherings and
official commemorative events. At Tahrir Square, multiple access routes and the absence of a dominant
central monument facilitated spontaneous and prolonged occupation. In Beirut's southern suburbs,

1. Corresponding author, +989171107145 M.shahroudi.k@gmail.com https://orcid.org/0000-0003-4071-0851



the dense urban fabric, narrow alleyways, mosques, and murals contribute to local mobilization and
collective commemoration. Physical and symbolic features of the built environment serve as focal
points for the representation of collective identities associated with resistance. Through appropriation
and reinterpretation by social and political actors, these features acquire new meanings aligned with the
objectives of resistance.

Furthermore, processes of appropriation, representation, and symbolization enable urban spaces to
function as vehicles for communicating resistance-related messages. Murals, slogans, and other forms of
visual representation contribute to transforming the urban environment into a medium for the articulation
and circulation of resistance discourse. The three cases exhibit distinct modes of mobilization:
predominantly formal in Tehran, spontaneous in Cairo, and a combination of formal and spontaneous
forms in Beirut. These findings resonate with Lefebvre’s concept of representational spaces, Foucault’s
notion of heterotopia, and Harvey's formulation of the right to the city.

Conclusion

This study demonstrates that architecture and urban space, beyond their physical and functional roles, can
serve as political and cultural instruments through which resistance discourse is articulated, represented,
and sustained. Urban design features, including scale, accessibility, and physical symbols, not only
facilitate collective action but also contribute to the representation and continuity of meanings associated
with resistance. These findings underscore the importance of incorporating the political and discursive
dimensions of space into urban design theory and practice. Architects and urban designers should
recognize that urban spaces are not merely settings for everyday activities; they can also serve as media
through which social and political discourses are expressed, negotiated, and reinforced. This perspective
is particularly relevant to Iran and the broader Islamic world, where resistance has a significant cultural
and historical presence. Future research could extend this comparative framework to other urban contexts
associated with the Axis of Resistance and investigate the role of digital media in shaping and circulating

resistance discourse.

Keywords

Axis of Resistance, spatial appropriation, symbolization, collective memory.
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6 Third space
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9 Symbolization
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