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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

Tehran Grand Bazaar embodies a structural duality: it remains an active economic, social, and
identity-bearing core of the historic center, yet no longer serves as the principal organizing element
of Tehran’s spatial structure. Once the city’s central spine, connecting the Arg, Jameh Mosque,
neighborhoods, city gates, and movement routes, the bazaar has gradually lost part of its structuring
role. This article examines how it evolved from the main axis of the traditional city into an active
historical infrastructure with the potential to support the regeneration of Tehran’s contemporary
historic center.

The study makes three contributions. First, it reinterprets the bazaar in relation to the city’s spatial
armature, including political and religious centers, neighborhoods, city gates, streets, and emerging
urban centralities. Second, it traces the transformation of the bazaar’s role across the Safavid,
Qajar, Pahlavi, and contemporary periods. Third, it identifies the spatial, functional, and identity-
based capacities through which the bazaar can contribute to urban regeneration. The research asks
how the bazaar shaped Tehran's historical spatial structure, how its relationships with major urban
elements changed, and which dimensions of its organizing role have weakened or persisted.

Materials and Methods
This qualitative, explanatory study employs historical-analytical and morphological approaches.

From the Spine of the Traditional City to an Active Historical Infrastructure

Data were collected from library sources, historical documents, and maps, which were analyzed
using consistent spatial, functional, connective, and identity-based indicators across six periods:
Safavid, early Qajar, late Qajar, First Pahlavi, Second Pahlavi, and contemporary Tehran. Historical
maps were treated as analytical evidence rather than merely illustrative material.

The analysis examined the bazaar’s form, location, extent, and spatial relationships with the Arg,

U Jameh Mosque, Sabzeh Meydan, neighborhoods, city gates, the street network, emerging urban
. centers, and administrative and economic nodes. Documentary and cartographic evidence was
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organized within a comparative analytical matrix to identify continuities, ruptures, and changes
in the bazaar’s role within Tehran's spatial organization.

Results and Discussion

The findingsindicate that Tehran Grand Bazaar historically operated as aspatial mechanismlinking
movement, political authority, religious institutions, economic exchange, and neighborhood
life. During the Safavid and Qajar periods, its connections with the Arg, Jameh Mosque, Sabzeh
Meydan, surrounding neighborhoods, and city gates established it as an organizing axis of the
urban center. Its significance therefore extended beyond commerce: it integrated multiple urban
functions within a connected spatial structure.

During the Pahlavi period, street-cutting interventions, the development of a vehicle-oriented
street network, urban expansion, and the emergence of new administrative and commercial
centers redistributed these functions. The bazaar consequently lost part of its former capacity to
organize urban movement and centrality. The principal rupture concerned its relationship with
the city's movement network and the redistribution of central functions beyond the historic core.
Nevertheless, this transformation did not eliminate the bazaar’s structural significance. The
concept of active historical infrastructure captures three enduring capacities. Its spatial capacity
derives from its continued presence in the historic core and its connections with surrounding
streets and urban elements. Its functional capacity rests on sustained commercial activity and
established guild networks. Its identity-based capacity emerges from historical memory and the
lived experience of the city center. Together, these capacities position the bazaar as more than a
preserved historical artifact or an isolated commercial district: it remains an active urban resource
with potential to support regeneration.

Conclusion

The study demonstrates that Tehran Grand Bazaar historically constituted a central component
of the city’s physical and functional armature. Through its linear configuration and subsequent
networked development, it connected religious and political institutions, neighborhoods, city
gates, and movement routes. Its spatial significance arose from the integration of economic,
religious, political, and social functions within a shared urban structure, encompassing commercial
passages (rastehs), arcades (sarays), and covered market complexes (timchehs).

Modern urban transformation, particularly Pahlavi-era street interventions, the expansion of
Tehran, the prioritization of vehicular movement, and the relocation of administrative, commercial,
and service functions, weakened the bazaar’s former organizing role. Its direct connections with
neighborhoods and its dominance over urban centrality diminished, even as its economic activity
and identity-bearing significance persisted.

The bazaar's contemporary role should therefore be understood through redefinition rather
than a return to its former position as the city’s singular organizing axis. As an active historical
infrastructure, it retains the capacity to reinforce Tehran's historic center through the interaction
of spatial continuity, economic vitality, collective memory, and social life. Accordingly,
regeneration strategies should address the bazaar’s connections with the wider movement network,
surrounding public spaces, economic activities, and everyday urban practices. Such an approach
recognizes both historical continuity and contemporary change, treating the bazaar not simply as
amonument to be preserved but as a living urban structure capable of contributing to the future of
Tehran's historic center.
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