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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

Houses reflect the culture, values, lifestyles, and social relations of their inhabitants. This study exam-
ines how changes in women'’s social status and lifestyles were reflected in the spatial organization
of selected aristocratic and affluent houses in Iran during the transition from the late Qajar to the early
Pahlavi period. It addresses two questions: How were these changes reflected in domestic spatial
organization? What differences and distinctive patterns emerged across the studied regions, and

what factors shaped them?

The study adopts a historical-interpretive and comparative approach, drawing on historical docu-
ments, published architectural studies, and house plans. The findings suggest that changes in women's
social roles and lifestyles were reflected in entrance sequences, privacy arrangements, gendered spaces,
degrees of introversion, and kitchen locations. However, these transformations were neither uniform nor
simultaneous across regions. Rather, they emerged through the interaction of social and cultural values
with climate, livelihood, class, technology, and modernization. While some houses exhibit simpler en-
trance sequences and more open connections with the exterior, others retain traditional patterns of pri-
vacy and introversion. These findings are limited to the predominantly aristocratic and affluent houses

examined.

Although previous studies have addressed women'’s social positions and Iranian domestic architecture,
comparative research on regional variations during the transition from the late Qajar to the early Pahlavi
period remains limited. This study addresses this gap by examining women'’s changing roles in relation to
broader historical, social, cultural, and environmental transformations, rather than treating them as the sole

or direct cause of architectural change.
Material and methods

The research combines historical interpretation with comparative spatial analysis. Historical documents,
library sources, published studies, and available architectural plans were examined within the temporal and
geographical contexts of the selected cases. Three criteria guided case selection: the reliability and dat-
ability of the documentation; the availability of information on women's lifestyles, social roles, privacy, or

domestic spatial organization; and the comparability of relevant spatial features.

The selected buildings predominantly represent houses associated with officials, prominent families,
and affluent social groups. Accordingly, the findings concern the documented cases and should not be gen-

eralized to residential architecture across all Iranian social classes.
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Results and discussions

The analysis indicates that changes in women'’s social roles and lifestyles were reflected in several aspects
of domestic spatial organization, particularly entrance hierarchies, privacy arrangements, gendered domains, in-
troversion, and kitchen placement. In some houses, vestibules and corridors became simpler, and connections
with the exterior more open. In others, hierarchical access, spatial separation, and introverted layouts persisted.

Kitchen locations also varied, ranging from separate and concealed spaces to positions closer to everyday living
areas.

Comparisons across regions reveal that these changes occurred at different rates and with varying intensity.
The examined houses in Gilan and Khorramabad suggest greater flexibility between domestic domains, whereas
those in Tabriz, Ardabil, Mazandaran, and other regions indicate the continued presence of privacy and spatial
separation. These differences reflect the interaction of social and cultural norms with livelihood, climate, class
structure, technological developments, and modernization.

The findings therefore suggest a multifactorial relationship between women's changing social positions and
domestic spatial transformations, rather than a direct causal relationship. Spatial arrangements were shaped by

broader regional and historical conditions, which influenced how changing lifestyles were accommodated within
the home.

Conclusion

The study indicates that transformations in women'’s social roles and lifestyles during the transition from
the late Qajar to the early Pahlavi period were reflected in entrance hierarchies, privacy arrangements, gendered
spaces, and degrees of introversion in the examined Iranian houses. However, these changes followed different

trajectories across regions, shaped by the interaction of social, cultural, economic, environmental, and technolog-
ical conditions, as well as modernization processes.

The comparative analysis highlights the importance of examining domestic architecture within its specific
historical and regional context. Women's changing roles constituted one dimension of architectural transforma-
tion, but their influence cannot be isolated from broader social values, class structures, livelihoods, and environ-
mental conditions. Since the cases predominantly represent aristocratic and affluent households, further research
on houses belonging to other social groups is needed to develop a more comprehensive understanding of the
relationship between social change and domestic spatial organization.

Limitations and Suggestions

The predominance of aristocratic and affluent houses, together with variations in the availability and quality
of historical documentation, limits the generalizability and comparability of the findings. Historical sources and
published plans also provide only partial insight into women's lived experiences and the actual use of domes-
tic spaces. Future research could address these limitations by examining houses across different social classes,
conducting fieldwork in preserved or restored buildings, interviewing residents and local experts, and applying
digital methods such as three-dimensional reconstruction and movement-path analysis.
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Women, Lifestyle, Qajar Period, Early Pahlavi Period, Historical-Interpretive Analysis, Elite Houses.
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