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This study examines the rights and obligations of the parties to ship charter contracts through a
systematic approach based on the regulations of Iranian maritime law. As one of the key legal
instruments in maritime transportation activities, the ship charter contract plays a significant role in
regulating the relationship between the shipowner and the party utilizing the vessel, and its efficiency
has a direct impact on facilitating the transport of goods and passengers. The legal framework
governing this contract in the Iranian legal system, particularly the Maritime Law of 1964 and the
supplementary provisions of the Civil Code, determines the principles and rules related to the nature,
conditions, and effects of these obligations. The research adopts a descriptive-analytical method, and
the data have been collected through library resources, legal documents, and specialized texts. The
findings indicate that features such as consensuality, consideration, the binding nature of obligations, as
well as the specification of duration and subject matter, contribute to transparency in the legal
relationship between the lessor and the lessee and provide the necessary basis for contractual flexibility.
The results of the study show that the Iranian maritime legal system, by clearly defining the rights and
duties of the parties, has provided the grounds for the effectiveness of this contract and the
enhancement of legal certainty in the process of maritime transportation.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Maritime law, as one of the branches of commercial law, regulates the legal relations related to
maritime transport. Ship charterparty contracts, which are among the most important and most widely
used contracts in this field, play a key role in facilitating international trade and the movement of goods
by sea. Given the importance of these contracts, examining and analyzing their legal dimensions from
the perspective of domestic and international laws and regulations is of particular importance. In
Iranian law, the Maritime Act of 1343 and other related laws have established a framework for the
conclusion and execution of ship charterparty contracts and the resolution of disputes arising from
them. However, the complexity and diversity of these contracts also necessitate attention to
international practices and the principles governing commercial law.

2. Theoretical Framework

In this regard, ship charterparty contracts are divided into two main categories, namely time charter and
voyage charter, each of which has its own conditions and characteristics. In a time charter contract, the
shipowner places the ship at the disposal of the charterer for a specified period, and the charterer
acquires the right to use the ship in exchange for payment of hire. In contrast, in a voyage charter
contract, the shipowner undertakes to carry a specified cargo from the port of loading to a specified
destination and, in return, receives freight. Each of these contracts creates different obligations and
liabilities for the parties, awareness of which is essential for preventing disputes and ensuring the
proper performance of the contract. In addition, factors such as force majeure conditions, sanctions and
international restrictions can also affect the performance of ship charterparty contracts and need to be
precisely anticipated and provided for in the text of the contracts.

3. Methodology
The research method is descriptive-analytical and the data was collected based on library sources, legal
documents, and specialized texts.

4. Results & Discussion

The ship charterparty contract, as one of the most important legal institutions in the field of maritime transport,
plays a fundamental role in regulating the legal relations between the shipowner and its operator. A systematic
examination of the rights and obligations of the parties in this type of contract shows that the existing legal
frameworks in the Iranian legal system, especially the Maritime Act of 1343 and the provisions of the Civil Code,
have provided a relatively coherent basis for explaining the nature, conditions and effects of this contract. By
establishing principles such as the consensual nature, the onerous nature and the necessity of performing
obligations, these regulations provide the necessary ground for the formation of clear and predictable legal relations
between the parties to the contract. The research findings show that the precise determination of the rights and
duties of the lessor and the lessee in a ship charterparty contract plays an important role in reducing disputes and
establishing legal order in the process of operating the ship. The clarity of the limits of the parties' authority, the
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responsibilities arising from operation, the maintenance of the ship and the payment of costs helps to increase the
efficiency of this contract in maritime transport activities.

5.Conclusions & Suggestions

Overall, it can be said that the efficiency of a ship charterparty contract depends to a large extent on the
clarity of the regulations and the precise formulation of the parties' obligations. Iran's maritime legal
system has provided a suitable framework for the implementation of this contract by providing for the
rules related to it; however, given the continuous evolution of the maritime transport industry and the
expansion of international commercial relations, attention to updating the regulations and drawing on
the legal experiences of other legal systems can help strengthen the efficiency and greater conformity of
this legal institution with the modern needs of maritime trade.
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