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Today, small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) are widely recognized as the
backbone of national economies and play a vital role in employment creation
and income generation. Accordingly, the present study aimed to investigate the
factors affecting the development of rural handicraft business clusters. To
achieve this objective, the major obstacles and challenges in this field were
identified and analyzed. This applied research employed both qualitative and
quantitative approaches. Initially, the existing barriers were examined based on
the opinions of experts and specialists. Subsequently, the influencing factors
were identified, and path analysis was performed using SPSS version 26 to
evaluate the direct and indirect effects of each factor. The findings indicate that,
considering the identified barriers and challenges, business development,
awareness-raising, accessibility, service provision, proximity to key
development centers, investor attraction, financial facilities, economic stability,
establishment of credit funds, support from relevant organizations, provision of
advisory services, and the availability of infrastructural and supporting facilities
are among the most influential factors contributing to the development of
businesses in the cultural heritage sector.
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